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Q

1.8 DepoﬂmP..nf Federal Aviation Administration

of Transportation Bismarck Airports District Office
Federal Avigficn 2?01 University Drive, Building 23B
Administration Bismarck, ND 58504

January 24, 2013

Mr. Scott Larson

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Ecological Services, South Dakota Field Office
420 South Garfield Avenue

Pierre, South Dakota 57501

Dear Mr. Larson:

Endangered Species Act Section 7 Designation of non-Federal Representative
Huron Regional Airport Environmental Documents

The City of Huron (City) has contracted the consulting firm of Pierce and Harris
Engineering, Huron, South Dakota, to prepare environmental documentation needed for
Bismarck Airports District Office Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) review of
proposed Huron Regional Airport improvenients to meet acronautical needs. The City is the
non-Federal applicant as defined the in Endangered Species Act of 1973 (Act) as amended.

The FAA may authorize the action and/or provide federal funding to the City through an
Airport Improvement Program grant utilizing the Airport and Airway Trust Fund under 49
United States Code Section VII. The grant recipient must be legally, financially, and
otherwise able to carry out the assurances and obligations contained in the project
application and grant agreement.

In accordance with 50 CFR Part 402.08, the FAA hereby designates the consulting firm of
Pierce and Harris Engineering to be the designated non-Federal representative to conduct
informal Section 7 consultation, to determine if any listed species exist in the project area, to
assess effects, and to prepare any biological assessments and/or studies for the proposed
improvements on behalf of the FAA.

The FAA recommends the designated non-Federal representative obtain the bulk of the
design information needed on their own through the South Dakota Ecological Service Field
Office website http://www.fws.gov/southdakotafieldoffice/endangered species.htm and the
Information, Planming, and Conservation (IPaC) website http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac as these
provide information regarding natural resources and federally threatened, endangered and
candidate species and designated critical habitat that may occur in the identified areas or
may be affected by the proposed activities.

FAA encourages proponents to obtain this information as early in the project development
process as possible in order to incorporate it into the planning process and to provide for
effective Section 7 consultation.
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The designated non-Federal representative shall consider the direct, indirect, and cumulative
effects on endangered species for the airport project. The designated non-Federal
representative shall provide:

s A description of the action being considered,

o A description of the specific area(s) that may be affected by the action and
include appropriate topographic/equivalent maps,

e A description of any listed species or critical habitat that may be affected by the
action,

¢ A description of the manner in which the action may affect each listed species or
critical habitat,

e Analysis of direct, indirect, and cumulative effects,

o Conservation measures to avoid or reduce impacts to listed species or critical
habitat,

» Relevant reports or other analysis prepared on the project, and

s A determination of “no effect” or “may affect, but is not likely to adversely
affect” for any listed species.

The FAA recommends the designated non-Federal representative consider proposed
candidate species in planning to alert the FAA and the City of potential listings.

The FAA remains responsible for participating in formal Section 7 consultation if the
biological assessments and/or studies conclude the project “may affect, likely to adversely
affect” listed species or the project “may result in destruction or adverse modification of
federally designated critical habitat”.

If you have any questions, please contact me (701) 323-7380.

Si

tricia L. Dréfssle

Environmental Protection Specialist

ce: Mr. Larry Cooper, Manager, Huron Regional Airport
Mr. Randy Hoscheid, Pierce and Harris
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Meeting with U.S. Fish and Wildlife in the Pierre Field Office November 4, 2009 at 1:30 PM.

Met with Charlene Basken and others.

Discussed wetlands to be impacted by possible airport expansion.

Comments from Charlene:

Not in favor of the project but won’t oppose the project.

Try to keep the same number of basins.

Temporary wetland should be included.

Hydrology study may be needed if wetlands are split.

Wetland should be delineated check with the NR CS.

Submit them it mitigation plan for review

Newly constructed wetlands would be replaced at a two to one ratio.
Provided list of endangered species.

Provided 501 mitigation policy and Federal Register mitigation policy.
10. Keep Fish and Wildlife up to date for comment as the project gets closer.
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