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7, DESCRIFTION

- . . : ) {Check One)

A Excellent [7) Good 1 Fair " [T] Detariorated {0 Ruins [J 4nexposed
.. {Check One) (Check Ons)

I'_* Alrersd - T7 Unaitered ' - 7] Moved . E} Original Site

" 'IDEBCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (/f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
3

The Pyle home 4s -a one and one-half story, Lata Queen Anne house buiit
. 4n 1894, The siding consists of horizontal boarde and shingles while the -
but1ding rests on a cut stone foundation, The hous? is located on a corner
Tot surrounded by a wrought iron fence which was added. around 1900. The
appearance of the house has hardly changed since it was constructed, and

- nearly every alteration was made with orotection of the building's characten
in mind, ' Other than modern bathyoom and kitchen facilities, the interior
fncluding the furntture also retains its original intergrity. Because the
Pyle home was built on the edge of town, there were few neighboring houses.
The original street was dirt, later becane cobblestone, and finally was nav-
ed for modern usage. The earlfest sidewalks surrounding the home were wood-
en but are now modern pavement. The paved sidewalk leading to the front of
“ﬁhe buildiny 1s original, however, and constitated the first of {ts type in

CONDITION

138

' The west facade or front of the house features an elaborate open porch
with efght turned columns that extead from floor to roof. The nrincinle
decoration is a baad desian on the spindle hoard arranged n sunburst and
s tarburst patterns. Dentils exist alony the cornice. The pedimental porch
entry is offset to the riant, A wooden boot or shoe box ahout four fact
Tong sits next to the front door. Children kept their muddy or snowy foot-
wear in 1t in earlier times. The oak door has five panels and a rectanyuian

window in its top third.

e

I L e

There are five windows on the front of the house-~two on the first
floor, two on the second, and one near the toq of the gable.. The most out-
standing s a three sash window Yghting the 1iving room or parlor at the
north and of the building. The other openiny {5 a mediun sized, rectannular,
| art glass window located to the south of the door. The second floor windows

are both two sashed and rectangular. Each has a transom and awning. A
small half round window 15 located just under the barge board, Stick work
segments the glass. The front door has a rectangular flush 1ight which en-
ploys a leaded glass design.

SNOILDNYLSNI

The roof line of the structure is jrreqular with a conbination of hip
and mediun pitched gable designs. The hip portion forms the center part of
the roof while a gable extends from the north, south, and west ends. The
east or rear roof 1ine is completely qabled although lower than the other
three. Tnere are two single stack type chiuneys protruding fron the roof.
The first is located at the center of the house while the second 1s to the
rear {east) and north of the building. Semi ~circular cresting with spherical
finfals adomn the roof. The three major gables possess barge boards with

sunburst ornamentation.

The south facade of the house features & small triangular dormer and a
single story bay window. The bay passes two doubled sashed windows and a
single, three sashed window, the top portfons of which are leaded. The
windows 4n the rest of the house are rectangular in shape and consist of
varying sfzes. A single story vestabule on the rear of the house was

original with the bullding.
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Dak trim and parquet floor in the 1iving roonm are outstanding features.
An oak fireplace and stairway, however, are the mafn aesthetic elements of :
the interjor, although gingerbread bead design and carved wooden china closets
make a major contribution. The interior of the building is as well preserved

as the exterior, '
LEGAL DESLRIPTINA OF THE PYLE i)1E
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STATEMENT OF BIGNIFICANCE

The John L. Pyle home {n luron, South Dakota, is one of the best pre-

served nineteenth century dwellings in the state. it has been the continu-
ous home of nembers of the pyle family since {ts constructfon in 1894, Le-
cated at 367 Idaho, S.E.., the Pyle house remains one of the finest residen-
t{al structures in Huron, Cleata 8. Thorpe, chronfcier of the Pyle fanily,

notes:

This new home was one of the finest in Huron, and it stands at
the time of this writing {1973) with practically no structural changes
or changes in furnishings. It is a nine room, story-and-a half house,
with ornata golden oak woodwork, a parquet floor in the fromt
hall, a beautiful statdcase and decorative fireplace, and saveral
lovely art glass windows. $1§ding double-doors connect the "sit-
ting" room with the dinfng room and the “narlor."/

I NSTRUCTIONS

- Pyle, a prominent lawyer, but1t the home for his family residence. Al-
though lacking formal leqal training, he passed the tarritorial bar examina-
tion in 1836, and shortly afterward became state's attorney for Hand County.
He moved to Hurgn_in 1889, and quickly became successful in his law practice
y representing corporations and other businesses. In 1898 and 1900 Pyle
as elected as South Dakota's Attorney General. He also held several other
important positions $ncluding Major and Judge Advocate of the National Guard,
president of the Board of Trustees of Huron College, president of the State
Anti-Saloon League, attorney and counselor for the state supreme court,
Unfted States District Court, Circuit Court, and United States Suprernie
Court. Pyle's cereer was cut ghort in 1902 when he died of typhoid at the

age of forty-two.

Madmie I. Pyle, John's wife, not only raised her four children alone,
but also became active in local and state affairs. She assumed her
husband's chair on the Huron College Board of Trustees. Interest in the
\omen's rights movement took her to National Suffrage conventions as a dele-
ate in 1915, 1917, and 1919. As president of State Equal Suffrage Move-
nt, she was instrumental in getting South Dakota's 1920 state suffrage

law passed. Mrs. Pyle also became
P yle also beca Ppresident of the Legue of Women Voters.

fier achievements both as wother and active citizen were recognized in 1947
hen she was named Mother of the Year in South Dakota.
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Significance--page 2

The Pyles had four children all of wiom ostablished successful carears.
John S. Pyle, the only son, obtained a law degree from the University of
Michigan., He became States Attorney for Butte County in 1920 and 1922, e
also served as Special Deputy United States Attorney for the Hestern states |
and later became andagent of the prohibition service. May Pyle, John's sis-
ter, marricd Reverend Dr. Harold E. Andrews and later became an honored fnnligh
professor at Asiland College in Ohfo. Andrews Hall was named for the two
scholars in 1979, ilellie Pyle, another sister, became Mrs. dilson L. Afsue. !
Like May, she achieved her own academic career as a mathematics professor at -
vard Belmont Callene in ‘lashville, Tennessee. She worked for deseqgrenaticn aqd
ran unsuccessfully for the leqislature. The most successful of the Pyle
children, howoever, was Gladys, the younqest daughter, who led a remarkable
career in South Dakota.

Like her brother and sisters, Hladys attended turon Colleqe, and oxcent
for brief poriods made her home at the family residence. She hecanc very

active in South Nakota politics with special concern for the role of women in;

government. In 1922 and 1924 she was alocted as an independent Republican to!
the state logislature--the first woman to do sn. At this tiae, she was atso
appointed assistant Secretary of State. In 1924 she wes elected Secratary of |
State, the first woman elected to such a high office. She neld thal ocosition:
for five years. In 1330 Gladys Pyle decided to run for governor as @ Popublii=
can and won the primary with thirty-three percent of the vote. Thirty-fiva
percent was needed to secure the nomination, however, so at a state conven-
tion another candidate was picked. From 1931 to 1937, she served as Secrciary
of the Security Commissfon of South Dakota. @Gladys set another precedent in
1938 when she was elected to fill the short term vacancy of the United States i
Senator Peter ilorbeck who died 1n office. This made her the first woman
elected to the United States Senate to fi1l a vacancy. . hladys returned 0 = |
South Nakota after fulfilling her two month term. She continued to serve the
state by being appointed to the Board of Charities and Corrections fron 1947
to 1955. '!
|

The Significance of the Pyle family in Huron and South Dakota is undeni-
able., Theirs is a.dynamic family which made significant contributions to ‘
human rights, civic activities, government, and learning. The howe in wnich
their ideals and values were learned remains nearly intact from the time of
their childhood. It serves as a visible reminder of an earlier tine in South
2&ko¥a's past--and a lecacy to the state from one of its most interesting i

amilies. ;

|
i
|

1Cleata 8. Thorpe, The John L. Pyle Family: Dakotans Eg;gggxgjggggluJ882+
1973. Creative Printing Company, Huron, South Dakota, 1973. p.i0. '
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